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SUBJECT: SANKEI POLL ON ATTITUDES TOWARD PRICE TRENDS 

SUMMARY: MARCH 3 DAILY SANKEISHIMBUN REPORTED RESULTS OF MARCH 
1 . TELEPHONE POLL OF TOKYO-OSAKA RESIDENTS ON PRICE TRENDS. 

FOUND ALMOST HALF SAYING FAMILY LIVELIHOOD IS ALMOST UNCHANGED 
FROM YEARAGO AND 37 PERCENT SAYING LIVING IS TIGHTER. ABOUT 
EQUAL NUMBER EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER POSSIBILITY OF NEW PERIOD 
OF SHARP PRICE INCREASES (42 PECENT) AS ACCEPTED HIGH PRICES 
AS INEVITABLE (27 PERCENT) OR EXPECTED INCOME TO KEEP UP WITH 
PRICES (13 PERCENT). BIG MAJORITY (72 PERCENT) DID NOT THINK 
GOJ WOULD SUCCEED IN EFFORT TO KEEP PRICES BY END MARCH WITHIN 
TEN PERCENT OF PRICES ONE YEAR AGO. 

APPLYING USUAL METHODOLOGY OF THEIR TOKYO-OSAKA AREA PHONE 
SURVEYS WITH SAMPLE OF 1,200 PERSONS AGED 15 TO 64, SANKEI 
POLLSTERS MARCH 1 COMPLETED INTERVIEWS WITH 77 PERCENT, OR 
924 PERSONS, ON PRICE TRENDS. FOLLOWING ARE QUESTIONS AND 
RESULTS: 

Q.l TREND OF YOUR FAMILY LIVELIHOOD COMPARED TO ONE YEAR AGO- 
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HAS BECOME SOMEWHAT TIGHT 37 
IS ALMOST UNCHANGED 46 

HAS BECOME LITTLE BETTER 7 

HAS BECOME MUCH BETTER 1 

Q.2 ACCORDING TO WAY YOUR FEEL ABOUT IT, WHAT DO YOU THINK IS 
DEGREE OF RECENT PRICE INCREASES COMPARED TO ONE YEAR AGO? 

WITHIN 10 PERCENT 6 ABOUT 40 PERCENT 3 

ABOUT 10 PERCENT 32 MORE THAN THAT 4 

ABOUT 20 PERCENT 34 NO CHANGE 1 

ABOUT 30 PERCENT 14 DON'T KNOW 6 

Q.3 GOVERNMENT HAS PLEDGED IT WOULD TRY TO KEEP CONSUMAR PRICE 
RISES BY END OF MARCH TO WITHIN 10 PERCENT OF LEVEL OF LAST 
MARCH. DO YOU THINK IT WILL ATTAIN THIS PLEDGE OR NOT? 


THINK IT WILL 6 

DON'T THINK IT WILL 72 

CAN'T SAY EITHER WAY 20 

DON'T KNOW 2 


Q.4 LATELY, AGRICULTURE-FORESTRY MINISTRY HAS SET PERIODS FOR 
DISCOUNT SALES ON SUCH ITEMS AS VEGETABLES, MEAT AND FRESH FISH. 
DO YOU THINK THIS APPROACH HELPS PRICE STABILITY? 


HELPS GREATLY 2 

HELPS SOMEWHAT 43 

DOESN'T HELP MUCH 42 

DOESN'T HELP AT ALL 9 

DON'T KNOW 4 


Q.5 LOOKING AT CURRENT PRICE SITUATION, HOW MUCH DO YOU FEEL 
YOUR INCOME WOULD HAVE TO INCREASE FOR YOU TO MAKE DO WITHOUT 
DIFFICULTY? 

10 PERCENT 7 80-90 PERCENT 1 

20-30 PERCENT 50 DOUBLE 2 

40-50 PERCENT 20 MORE THAN THAT 1 
60-70 PERCENT 1 ADEQUATE AS IT IS NOW 10 
DON'T KNOW 8 

Q.6 LOOKING AT RECENT PRICE MOVES, WHAT DO YOU FEEL? 

RELIEVED THAT CHAOTIC PRICES HAVE SETTLED DOWN 7 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 TOKYO 03342 050858Z 

CONCERNED THAT CHAOTIC PRICES MAY START UP AGAIN 42 
NOTHING CAN BE DONE AS THIS HAS BECOME WORLD OF 
HIGH PRICES 27 

WILL BE PATIENT FOR TIME BEING AS INCOME SHOULD 
INCREASE ANYWAY 13 

OTHER 7 

DON'T KNOW 4 

MILLER 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PUBLIC OPINION POLLS, PRICE TRENDS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 05 MAR 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TOKYO03342 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760084-0434 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760388/aaaacztc.tel 

Line Count: 115 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 JUL 2004 by fisherem>; APPROVED <09 DEC 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SANKEI POLL ON ATTITUDES TOWARD PRICE TRENDS SUMMARY: MARCH 3 DAILY SANKEISHIMBUN REPORTED RESULTS OF 
MARCH 

TAGS: SOPN, JA 
To: USIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



